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THE CURRENT 
CHRISTUS VICTOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

The People of Christus Victor, ministers 
Rev. Michael Price, Pastor 

“Whoever believes in Me, streams of living water will flow from his heart.” John 7:38       

 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday, May 7 

Outdoor Worship Service at Saluda 
Shoals, 11:00am (In-Person/Virtual) 

Picnic Lunch after Worship 
 

Sunday, May 14 

In-Person/Virtual Worship, 9:30am 
Faith Formation, 10:30am 

 

Sunday, May 21 

Breakfast, 8:45am 
In-Person/Virtual Worship, 9:30am 

Faith Formation, 10:30am 
 

Sunday, May 28 

In-Person/Virtual Worship, 9:30am 
Faith Formation, 10:30am 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

+ Choir practice every Wednesday 

+ Outdoor Worship Service at Saluda Shoals, 

5/7 

+ Girl Scouts, 5/7, 21 

+ Wine & Word, 5/8 

+ Lunch Bunch, 5/9 

+ Church Council meeting, 5/9 

+ SC LMM Midlands Quarterly Conference 

and Dinner, 5/15 

+ WELCA, 5/16 

+ Ascension of Our Lord, 5/18 

+ LMM, 5/20 and 5/23 

+ LMM BBQ, 5/20 

+ Newsletter Articles Deadline, 5/20 

+ Laura Sturgeon Piano Recital, 5/21 

+ Worship & Music meeting, 5/22 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Outdoor Worship Service, May 7, 2023 
Worship at Saluda Shoals - Paw Paw Shelter - 

11:00am 

Potluck Picnic follows Worship 

Service and picnic will be held in the shelter 

Please bring a main dish, side dish or dessert 

Drinks and paper products will be provided 
 

There will be no worship services at the church. 

Online service will be available. 

LUNCH BUNCH:  The 

Lunch Bunch will meet 

Tuesday, May 9 at 11:30am 

at Golden Bay Seafood, 

6164 St. Andrews Rd. Any-

one interested in participat-

ing, please contact Joe 

Stoudenmire at 803-381-

8962. 



 

Hi there church, 
 
The joy and promise of the resurrection continues through this month, and when we en-

counter all of the Easter stories and the resurrection accounts throughout this season, it's 

a reminder for all of us that while we tend to think of God's work and activity as these 

lone pillars of miraculous theatrics, the truth is even the most notable of God's works are 

involved in a stretch of time and a process of development for God's people. 

 

The exodus story takes place over time and many, many miles and even generations. Je-

sus' resurrection accounts took place over weeks, and the realization of its impact does not immediately 

dawn on the disciples until a long series of discernment, sharing of stories, and disparate encounters. And 

even then, the journey for the disciples was just beginning, and there was even more miracle, ministry, and 

curious surprises in store for them long after the empty tomb. 

 

It's a good reminder because that is how faith and life really work. We worship God who is able to make a 

new way, a new day, and a new life for each and all of us together. And maybe that's why Christians in the 

early church called this faith "The Way," because that's what it's really like: a way, a path, a road we're all 

on. It winds this way and that, but the milestones of God's work and signs on the way remind us that while 

we don't always know where we're going, we know the one who walks ahead of us, who calls us onward, 

and who is even our rear guard.  

 

The Easter promise is that even when we think it is the end, it isn't. The road winds onward. As humans, we 

need this reminder: onward. Bad day? Onward. You failed? Onward. Not sure you can live up to expecta-

tions, whether your own or others'? Onward. It's certainly true that when genuine grief or pain happens to us, 

we have to stop, but The Way continues to call us, not in a nagging or accusatory way, but in a hopeful way. 

Even our grief and pain aren't the end. And that gracious and loving "onward" will be right here when you're 

up again. 

 

Jesus is alive, and death has been defeated, so lift up your eyes to God's horizon. Onward. Even more awaits. 

 

Peace, 
Pastor Michael  

Life immortal 

 

At the end of May, Americans honor those who’ve died for our country — and remember all deceased loved 

ones. These times of reflection, often in cemeteries, can make us ponder our own mortality. Even some 

Christians may fear the unknown of death. 

 

Yet because of our faith, followers of Jesus can aim to make productive use of whatever earthly time we have 

left. We know the grave isn’t the end. Consider this poetic description of life everlasting from Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow: “Dust thou art, to dust returnest / was not spoken of the soul.” 

 

To our death-defying, death-defeating God we pray: Eternal God, empower us to take hold of the eternal life 

to which Christ calls us, and to boldly testify of it to anyone who asks the reason for our hope. To the immor-

tal King of the ages, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, to 

him be honor, glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 



 I would like to take this 

opportunity to publicly 

thank our choir and Mot 

for their tireless work 

throughout Lent and Holy 

Week. I have challenged 

them with new music and 

late rehearsals and they 

rose to the occasion to bring meaningful music to 

our worship. Thank you also to the Worship and 

Music Team for everything from changing the 

paraments to the beautiful flowers to dimming 

the lights on Good Friday. It really takes a village 

and we have the very best one. 

 

As we continue through the Easter season, we 

have several special events to look forward to. 

We will have our Spring outdoor service on May 

7 and our Youth will take the lead on May 21. 

This will change how some things are done, but 

music will continue to be an integral part of our 

worship at CVLC. 

 

Thank you for your willingness to explore all that 

ACS has to offer, including Liturgical Setting 11. 

At the end of this month we will be changing 

over to a new (old) Liturgical Setting, ELW Set-

ting 3. I hope you will enjoy singing this familiar 

setting as we will stick with it for several months. 

 

As always, if you would like to be involved in the 

music portion of our worship in any way, please 

let me know either at church or by email at 

rlarcovio@gmail.com. 

 

Blessings, 
Robert 

Happy Easter to you all.  

Christ is Risen.  In March 

the council decided to 

extend our Single Ser-

vice / Faith Formation 

experiment through the 

summer and requested written feedback from the con-

gregation on the new approach to worship.  During 

our April meeting we reviewed and discussed all con-

gregational emails submitted thus far.  All were posi-

tive about the new approach and many had specific 

recommendations as to how we might make our 

Faith Formation time as fulfilling as possible.  I just 

wanted to share that the council is actively consider-

ing all congregational comments and that the feed-

back will be shared with Ministry Teams.  Please con-

tinue to share your ideas. You may email your com-

ments to CVLC@bellsouth.net or leave your written 

comments in the box on Judy’s office door. 

VBS this year will be Sunday, June 

25th - Thursday, June 29th, and will 

offer something for everyone! 
 

Our youngest participants (PreK - 

4th Grade) will participate in a 1-

Day VBS Camp Sunday afternoon.  We'll sing songs, 

hear Bible stories, complete crafts, play camp games, 

and learn that God Loves Us! 
 

Youth from 4th grade through High School will par-

ticipate in service projects here at Christus Victor and 

around our community to share God's love.  We'll 

start each night at church with a short devotional 

time and then head out to be Jesus's hands and feet 

in action! 
 

Adults will have their own VBS time to learn about a 

specific topic TBD.   
 

We're excited for these opportunities to fellowship, 

grow in our faith, and share God's love with our 

community!  Spread the word! 

GENERAL FUND STATEMENT OF  

ACTIVITIES ENDING MARCH 31: 

  

 1/1/23 – 3/31/23 
 

General Fund Receipts: $60,111  

General Fund Disbursements: $63,281   

Year to date deficit: ($3,170)  

 

March 2023 
 

General Fund Receipts: $18,814  

General Fund Disbursements:  $19,939  

Monthly deficit: ($1,125)  

 

“Thank you” cannot really show the feelings or the 

words that I’ve wanted to express to show my appre-

ciation for all the love that was shown towards 

Lynette and me as we travelled through the last few 

years of her life.  It is an honor and a privilege to be a 

part of the Christus Victor family. - Rich Burke 

mailto:rlarcovio@gmail.com


                                    LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION BBQ Sale 
 

                              Saturday, May 20, 2023 
                                    Pick up between 10:00am and 12:00pm 

                               at 

                                    Christus Victor Lutheran Church 

                                   400 Harbison Boulevard 
 

 

                             The last day to order is May 14, so order now before it’s too late! 
 

                       Order using the order sheet in the Narthex or online using the link below: 

                                https://form.jotform.com/202183220725041 

Whole Boston Butt (~7 pounds) 

With 1 quart of hash - $55 

Without hash - $50 
 

Pulled Pork – 2 pound container - $20 
 

Hash – pint container - $5 

 

 

 
 

Our monthly Zoom meetings held on the third Tuesday of each month will resume on May 16th at 6:30 p.m.  

We will be using the book entitled 50 Women Every Christian Should Know:  Learning from Heroines of the 

Faith by Michelle DeRusha.  New and used copies, as well as the Kindle version, are available on Amazon.  

We will begin with a discussion of Hildegard of Bingen (chapter 1).  There will be time for catching up with 

one another and for prayer requests.  If you are interested in joining us on Zoom, please let Patti know at 

patti.addison@gmail.com or 803-331-6066. 

 

If you would be willing to help with other WELCA activities, such as a monthly weekday lunchtime Bible 

study, our ladies’ tea or a Christmas party, please let Patti know.   

 

SAVE THE DATES:  Our 2024 women’s beach retreat is scheduled for January 26-28. 

WINE & WORD: At the next Wine & Word we will be discussing this episode of the "Uniting America 

with John Wood Jr." podcast (https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/uniting-america-with-john-wood-jr/

id1652310814?i=1000602745104 that discusses the 'Love Your Enemies' (https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=f5x1RyJOwP8) Super Bowl ad. 

When: Monday, May 8 @ 6:30pm 

Where: the Kochert's - 331 Crockett Rd, Columbia, SC 29212 

  

In being conscious of the safety of all who use our building we would ask everyone’s help 

in the following item.  If you use the building, please make sure that when you leave the 

building, the exterior doors are not only locked, but that they catch as well.  This can be 

done by fully closing the door as you leave and then gently pulling on it to make sure the 

lock is engaged.  Occasionally the door may get hung up, so this process helps ensure that 

the building is secured.  This simple process can help with safety and security!  Thanks for 

your help! 

https://form.jotform.com/202183220725041
mailto:patti.addison@gmail.com
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/uniting-america-with-john-wood-jr/id1652310814?i=1000602745104
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/uniting-america-with-john-wood-jr/id1652310814?i=1000602745104
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f5x1RyJOwP8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f5x1RyJOwP8


Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers…… 
 

Current 
Rich Burke 

Frank Eargle, Rhiannon Weidensee ’s father, who was diagnosed with severe 

coronary artery disease 

Jeff Johnston, Patti Jo  Grove ’s brother 

Pam Sheldon, Lisa-Karen Meetze and Jill Chapman’s cousin, who is struggling with a health 

issue 

Kenneth Shumpert, friend o f the Weidensees, who is battling leukemia  

Bee Stoudenmire 

Matthew Vinson 
 

Homebound 
Eileen Dean, Pat Erickson, Marie Marszalek, Eddy Mae Murphy, Lana Rosenbeck 
 

Continuing 
Anita Anderson, Anna Burk, Marcy Burley, Buddy Melton, Patricia Melton, Meredith 

Morris, Yolanda Price, Kay Queen, Judy Smith, Tiffany Ulmer, Sharon Weber, Nelson 

Williams 
 

A special measure of your grace 
For veterans and those serving in the military  
 

 

6 Mike Stoudenmire 

7 Mark Lybrand 

8 Johnna Metzler 

9 Judy Rowe 

11 Lacey Chapman 

 

 

15 Patrick Keaton 

24 Tracy Shealy 

25 Jennifer Johnson 

25 Carson Atkins 

30 Aden Johnson 



SERVING MAY 2023 
May 7 - 5 Easter - Outdoor Worship 

Council Member - Mark Lybrand 
11:00am Lay Reader - Judy Rowe 

11:00am Ushers -    
Tellers -  Brenda Counts and Suzanne Keller 

 

May 14 - 6 Easter 

Council Member - Laura Vinson 
Altar Guild - Lane Kochert 
Lay Reader - Rachel Kaiser 

Ushers - Mary Ellis and Tony Kochert 
Acolyte -  

Tellers - Robyn Westphal and Steve Westphal 
A/V - Lane Kochert 

 

May 21 - 7 Easter - Youth Sunday 

Council Member - Marianna Wilbur 
Altar Guild - Christine Meade 

Lay Reader - Youth 
Ushers - Youth 

Acolyte -  
Tellers - Laura Lesslie and Rich Burke 

A/V - Allen Wilbur 
 

May 28 - Day of Pentecost 

Council Member - Don Fairbanks 
Altar Guild - Tom McCoy 

Lay Reader - Brenda Counts 
Ushers - Robyn and Scott Westphal 

Acolyte -  
Tellers - Marie Hutchison and Nathan Stalbaum 

A/V - Scott Johnson 
 



MAY 2023 
 

  
Sunday 

  
Monday 

  
Tuesday 

  
Wednesday 

  
Thursday 

  
Friday 

  
Saturday 

  
  
  

  
1 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
2 
  
  

  
3 
Choir Practice, 
7:00pm 

  
4 
  
  

  
5 
  

  
6 
  

  
7 
5 Easter 
Outdoor Worship at 
Saluda Shoals, 
11:00am; 
Girl Scouts 2-3:30pm 
(Fellowship Hall, 
Youth Room, Confir-
mation Room); 
IPAN, 3pm (Conf. 
Rm) 
  
  

  
8 
Wine & Word, 
6:30pm (Kocherts) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
9 
Lunch Bunch, 
11:30am; 
Church Council, 
6:30pm 
  

  
10 
Choir Practice, 
7:00pm 

  
11 
  

  
12 
  

  
13 
  
  
  

  
14 
6 Easter 
9:30am in person/
online service 
10:30am Faith For-
mation 
  
Mother’s Day 
  

  
15 
SC LMM Midlands 
Qtrly Conf & Dinner, 
5:00pm 
(Fellowship Hall) 
  
  
  
  
  

  
16 
WELCA, 6:30pm 
  
  
  

  
17 
Choir Practice, 
7:00pm 

  
18 
  
Ascension of Our Lord 
  

  
19 
  
  

  
20 
LMM, 8:00am; 
LMM BBQ, 10:00am-
12:00pm 

  
21 
7 Easter 
Youth Sunday 
8:45am Breakfast 
9:30am in person/
online service 
10:30am Faith For-
mation; 
Girl Scouts 2-3:30pm 
(Fellowship Hall, 
Youth Room, Confir-
mation Room) 
  
Laura Sturgeon 
Piano Recital 2-6pm 
(Sanctuary, Fellow-
ship Hall) 

  
22 
Worship and Music, 
6:00pm 
  
  
  
  
  

  
23 
LMM, 6:30pm 
  
  
  
  
  

  
24 
Choir Practice, 
7:00pm 

  
25 
  

  
26 
  

  
27 
  
  

  
28 
Pentecost 
9:30am in person/
online service 
10:30am Faith For-
mation 
  

  
29 
Memorial Day 

  
30 
  

  
31 
Choir Practice, 
7:00pm 

      



 CHRISTUS VICTOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 400 Harbison Boulevard 
 Columbia, South Carolina 29212-1711 
 (803) 732-2668; website: cvlconline.com 
 Secretary email: cvlc@bellsouth.net 

Christus Victor Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. There are 

many opportunities for spiritual growth and nurture at Christus Victor. Our ministry programs provide 

opportunities for worship, learning, service and fellowship so that all might be strengthened in faith and might grow 

in Christian discipleship. If you are looking for a meaningful relationship with Jesus Christ in a lively congregational 

setting, we invite you to make Christus Victor your church home. Lutherans are Christians who comprise the largest 

Protestant denomination in the world. As Lutheran Christians, we believe and teach: 
 

+ Jesus Christ is Lord of all life. 

+ We are all sinners in need of God's love and grace. 

+ We are saved by the grace of God through faith in Christ alone, apart from our works. 

+ The Bible is the inspired Word of God and the authoritative source and norm of the church's proclamation, faith and life. 

+ The church is the fellowship of those who confess Jesus Christ as Lord, and is the primary expression of God's love on earth. It 

is a people created by God, empowered by the Holy Spirit, called and sent to bear witness to God's creative and redeeming 

work in the world. 

+  We celebrate two sacraments, Baptism and Holy Communion, as the God-given means for penetrating our lives with love 

and grace.  
 

Worship - Worship service with Holy Communion each Sunday at 9:30am; Children's sermons and children's 

church each Sunday; Mid-week Holden Evening Prayer services during Lent and Advent 
 

Learning - Sunday School for all ages; Vacation Bible School; Confirmation instruction; Adult Bible Study 
 

Fellowship - Congregational fellowship events; Groups for men, women and youth; Neighborhood shepherding 

groups for care and nurture; Small groups for personal growth in faith and fellowship 


